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RETURN OF BRAGGIN’ 

RIGHTS

Missouri and Illinois will renew 

rivalry in football with games 

played on the respective campus-

es over four years 
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GREITENS GAUGE

 

Gov. Eric Greitens signed ‘right to 

work’ legislation as promised, but 

a ballot initiative has stalled prog-

ress on implementation 
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MKT CONSTRUCTION

 

Trail users will need to prepare for 

a detour beginning Monday while 

three bridges are replaced along 

the MKT Trail 
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HANGING IN

THE BALANCE

Chris Rodriguez hid under the seat of a con-
version van as he went through a border patrol 
checkpoint in san Diego. He was 13 at the time.

“I was very naïve,” Rodriguez said. “I actually 
didn’t understand what it meant to be undocu-
mented.”

It wasn’t until his junior year of high school 
that reality fully set in for him. An avid fan of 
math and drawing, he wanted to study architec-
ture or civil engineering in college. but he lacked 
one key thing to move forward — a social securi-
ty number.

“I knew it was a setback, but I knew it wasn’t 
going to hold me down,” Rodriguez, now a Fulton 
resident, said.

He managed to enroll in community college 
and to make a living for himself as a construc-
tion worker. but things were not easy. even daily 
tasks like driving were risky.

“I still remember being 13 years old when my 
parents would tell us, ‘Don’t move, sit still, don’t 
give any reason to get us pulled over,’” Rodriguez 
said. That feeling stayed with him. “every time I 
see a cop, I always get nervous.” 

It wasn’t until age 30 that he was granted a 
work permit through the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals, or DACA, program. The 
Obama-era policy offered renewable two-year 
work permits for undocumented immigrants 

OLIVIA LIU/Missourian

Chris Rodriguez laughs while posing for a portrait after trucking from Idaho to Missouri on Thursday in Kingdom City. Rodriguez is a DACA recipient 
whose work permit expires in October 2018. After that, he will lose his ability to work and may face deportation to Mexico.

The uncertain future of Dreamers
Rachel Wegner  •  missourian

A narrow win without Porter Jr.: Page 1B
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Airport runway 
reopens, 
additional  
flight coming
BY KACEN J. BAYLESS
news@columbiamissourian.com

Fighting gusty winds, pilot b.J. Hunter 
took off and landed his plane on Columbia 
Regional Airport’s improved runway 13-31 
monday morning as part of its dedication 
ceremony.

Hunter seemed excited to taxi his four-
seat, single-engine Cessna 182 skylane 
before piloting the first flight from the 
runway, which was widened from 75 to 100 
feet and lengthened from 4,400 to 5,500 
feet. The asphalt surface of the runway, 
which has previously been used only by 
light, general aviation planes, was also 
replaced with concrete to accommodate 
commercial aircraft.

Airport Advisory board member brian 
Whorley described the $12 million proj-
ect as a way of “working to build a better 
future,” in Columbia.

but what pilots will appreciate is that 
the new “cross wind” runway will have 
an improved line of sight, which improves 
safety.

City manager mike matthes also empha-
sized the new runway’s safety advantages.

In 2016, the city received an $11 million 
grant to fund 90 percent of the renovation 
of the runway, one of two at the airport. 
The other 10 percent of the funding will 
come from the local transportation sales 
tax.

Airport manager mike Parks, Justin Gay 
representing general contractor emery 
sapp & sons, several Airport Advisory 
board members, County Commissioner 
Dan Atwill and City Council member 
michael Trapp also attended the cere-
mony in Hanger 120. Audience members 
were bussed over to runway 13-31 for a 

No Real ID 
extension yet as 
deadline nears
BY KATHRYN HARDISON
news@columbiamissourian.com

missouri is still waiting to receive an 
extension from the U.s. Department of 
Homeland security to delay Real ID Act 
enforcement in the state.

In October, the federal department 
granted the state a grace period until Jan. 
22. This means that on Jan. 22, if missouri 
has not received an extension, missouri 
travelers will need a U.s. passport or other 
TsA-approved identification to step foot 
past security checkpoints, according to 
Justine Whelan, spokeswoman for the U.s. 
Department of Homeland security. This is 
also true for federal facilities and nuclear 
power plants.

“We have a request (for an extension) in 
with the Department of Homeland securi-
ty, and we are on-track toward meeting the 
requirements that the federal government 
has set forth,” said Anne marie moy, direc-
tor of strategy and communications for the 
missouri Department of Revenue.

On Aug. 28, the department began the 
process to receive Real ID certification for 
the state. Certification is expected to take 
at least 18 months. During this time, the 
department will establish policies and pro-
cedures, make Real ID changes to comput-
er systems and train over 1,500 employees 
on Real ID implementation, according to a 
Department of Revenue fact sheet.

Please see EXTENSION, page 3A
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Council praises outreach, social equity efforts
BY KYLE LAHUCIK

news@columbiamissourian.com

There’s an “epidemic of 
kindness” in the Columbia com-
munity as a result of the city’s 
implementation of its 2016-19 
strategic Plan.

That was part of commu-
nity outreach specialist Judy 
Hubbard’s remarks during a 
city staff report on the annual 
progress on the strategic plan, 
which second Ward Council-
man Karl skala called “one of 
the crowning achievements 
of the last few years” for the 
council.

Hubbard, one of the the city’s 
two community outreach spe-
cialists, presented the results of 

door-to-door assessments that 
she and Glenn Cobbins conduct-
ed in the strategic plan’s three 
target neighborhoods: North, 
Central and east.

In the more than 150 door-to-
door encounters Hubbard and 
Cobbins have made in the three 
neighborhoods, Hubbard said 
the workers carrying out the 
strategic plan “became repair-
ers of the streets we dwell in.”

When local residents “yield to 
an epidemic of kindness,” Hub-
bard said individual and family 
needs are met.

“Over time, these repeated 
acts heal the human spirit, the 
deep woundedness of our most 
vulnerable brothers and sis-
ters,” she added.

Hubbard shared a few anec-
dotes of how she has seen 
progress take place in the city, 
detailing individual acts of 
kindness that exemplified posi-
tivity in the community.

she told of how a police 
officer saved a teenager’s life 
by pressing the man’s open 
wound to stop it from bleeding 
excessively after being shot by 
another person.

she and other community 
members helped a homeless 
woman find housing at a local 
motel after she lost her only 
sort of shelter, a sleeping bag, 
that night.

Another story detailed 
an encounter Hubbard and 
Cobbins had with a man at a 

Columbia liquor store, where 
they were passing out flyers for 
their work on community out-
reach. Hubbard said the man 
needed a pair of black rubber 
sole shoes for his second job, 
and he needed money to drive 
to the funeral of a relative the 
following week.

“by 4 p.m., he had shoes, gro-
ceries and hope,” Hubbard said 
of the man. And, he made it to 
the funeral the following week.

Fourth Ward Councilman 
Ian Thomas said city staff who 
worked on the strategic plan 
produced a “wonderful set of 
reports and body of work.”

“This focus on social equity 

Please see EQUITY, page 3A


