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JFK DOCUMENTS RELEASED

Thousands of previously classified  

documents about the events of Nov. 

22, 1963, have not added much clarity 

to the historical record 
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N
o one knows the total number of untested 
sexual assault evidence “kits” in Missouri. 
Not the Missouri State Highway Patrol. Not 

the Missouri Coalition Against Domestic and Sexual 
Violence. Not the Office of the Attorney General.

Without a statewide audit, it’s impossible  
to know how many unprocessed sexual assault  
evidence kits are sitting on a shelf somewhere.

That means sex offenders may go undetected.

Missouri is in the minority of 
states that has never done a state-
wide audit; 32 already have.

MU Police, the boone County 
Sheriff’s Department and the 
Columbia Police Department have 
all said their agencies don’t send 
evidence to be tested unless the 
survivor wants to go forward with 
possible charges.

but that makes it harder to link 
repeat offenders to more than 
one victim. And they can’t match 
unknown perpetrators to DNA pro-
files that might already be in the 
system.

During her testimony last sum-
mer in a Columbia sexual assault 
case, a highway patrol lab techni-
cian said there is a 900-case backlog 
at the lab, which includes DNA from 
crimes against property and people. 
The highway patrol says this does 
not include sexual assault evidence, 
because all of those cases are start-
ed within 30 days. From start to 
finish, it takes an average of 35 days 
to process the evidence, Hotz said in 
the email.

but that’s if it even makes it to 
the lab. There is evidence collected 

Marijuana 
advocates 
revive push 
to legalize

BY JACK SUNTRUP
St. Louis Post-Dispatch

JeFFeRSON CITY — Proponents 
of legalizing marijuana for medical 
use say 2018 is the year for Missou-
ri. but we’ve heard this before.

After raising more than $1.3 
million through June of last year, a 
group called New Approach Missou-
ri — run by some of the state’s most 
well-known marijuana advocates 
— narrowly missed the ballot after 
election officials tossed thousands 
of the group’s signatures.

This year, New Approach is val-
idating signatures and collecting 
them earlier, said Jack Cardetti, 
the group’s spokesman. He said the 
group has collected about 100,000 
of the approximately 170,000 signa-
tures it needs to make the Novem-
ber 2018 ballot.

Cardetti said the signatures — 
and $172,000 raised last fundraising 
quarter — are evidence of momen-
tum months away from the May 
2018 signature-gathering deadline.

Two other groups also are 
attempting to make the ballot. 
Springfield attorney and physician 
Dr. brad bradshaw is proposing his 
own constitutional amendment. He 
is the sole backer of the push, and 
said that canvassers had collected 
142,000 signatures.

“We’re getting close,” bradshaw 
said last week, adding that the main 
purpose of his measure is to finance 
a medical research institute, with 
marijuana tax revenue used as the 
funding mechanism.

A third effort backed by former 
Missouri House Speaker Steve 
Tilley, R-Perryville, and former 
state Rep. Mike Colona, D-St. Louis, 
would seek to change state statute 
— not the Constitution — which 
would require fewer signatures to 
make the ballot and also allow law-
makers to tweak the law.

Missourians for Patient Care, as 
of its October MeC filing, had not 
reported any donations. Tilley said 
the group would start gathering sig-

One campaign has collected 
100,000 of the 170,000 
signatures needed to make 
November’s ballot

MISSOURI FOOTBALL

The Missouri Tigers offense was firing 

on all cylinders against the University 

of Connecticut Huskies, posting seven 

touchdowns
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Wendy Noren honored for 35 years of service
BY YUE YU
news@columbiamissourian.com

When Wendy Noren began her 
career focusing on voter regis-
tration and elections, she thought 
she would only stay in the boone 
County Clerk’s Office for one or 
two years. She didn’t imagine that 
this job would last for more than 
three decades.

On a chilly Friday night, the 
boone County Democrats gave a 
warm welcome to Noren as she 
gave her speech during the ded-
ication ceremony of an office for 
future Democratic candidates. 
The Wendy Noren Room is named 
after Noren in honor of her 35 
years as the former boone Coun-
ty Clerk.

Noren took office in 1982 and 
was re-elected as county clerk 
eight times, according to previous 
Missourian reporting.

During her longtime service in 
the office, Noren dedicated her-
self to reforming election policies 
and methods. She helped reform 
the national election administra-
tion policies and developed her 
own software in 2007 to help the 
county join a statewide election 
database, saving roughly $125,000 
for county taxpayers.

Noren resigned in June after 
being diagnosed with cancer. She 
came back after two months, how-
ever, to provide consulting ser-

vices for the county, according to 
previous Missourian reporting.

After writing the county’s voter 
registration programs and tax 
programs, Noren said her job now 
is to train programmers in the 
office to maintain files.

“I didn’t want the things that I 
designed over the last 35 years 
not to work,” Noren said. “Since I 
was the only one who used most 
of these tax programs, I need to 
document it, train the program-
mers on what needed to be done 
on that type of thing.”

Former Gov. Roger Wilson 
expressed his gratitude for 
Noren’s dedication to her work at 
the Friday ceremony. He said he 
admired the excellence of Noren’s 
work in that she ran clean and 
fair campaigns and offered 
advice generously for 35 years.

“The fact that, not only did you 
serve boone County as well,” Wil-
son said to Noren, “but the fact 
that you went around the world 
internationally and were able to 
give advice to forming democra-
cies is huge.”

“Wendy is the essence of excel-
lence when it comes to the work 
of serving the public,” Lisa Finn, 
sister of Democratic U.S. Sen. 
Claire McCaskill, read in a state-
ment from the senator. “Humble, 
hard-working, friendly and fair, 

YUE YU/Missourian

Wendy Noren speaks at the dedication ceremony for the Wendy Noren Room at the 
Boone County Democratic Party’s headquarters Friday. Noren said she felt proud for 
always encouraging women to run for office.

Please see NOREN, page 5A

“Wendy is the essence of excellence when it 

comes to the work of serving the public.”

U.S. SeN. CLAIRe MCCASKILL,
in a statement read aloud at the ceremony

Please see MARIJUANA, page 5A

Please see EVIDENCE, page 4A
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