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UM review commission to look at governance, diversity, distance learning, academic

programs

ETHAN MAY  Jul 15, 2016

JEFFERSON CITY — The eight-member UM System Review Commission will focus on four broad areas in its scrutiny of the four-campus

system: 

Program analysis and workforce readiness: Dave Spence and Michael Williams will look at which academic programs are succeeding
and which are falling behind to determine if any changes need to be made. 

Governance and accountability: Gary Forsee and Neal Bradehoeft will look at how the campuses and the system as a whole are being
led and how faculty matters are handled.

Diversity and Title IX: Pamela Washington and Renee Hulshof will examine diversity and inclusion e�orts as well as how Title IX is
implemented on each campus.

Distance learning, extension programs and research: Robert Duncan and Jeanne Sinque�eld will look at how Missourians who cannot
travel to a campus are being served by the system.

The commission met for the �rst time Friday in the Capitol to organize and brainstorm. The public meeting came just a week after Gov. Jay

Nixon withheld money from the commission in a larger e�ort to balance the state’s budget.

The commission is the brainchild of Sen. Kurt Schaefer, R-Columbia, who initially suggested its creation in March as Missouri lawmakers

threatened to cut MU’s budget after protests about race relations last fall. Schaefer’s Senate Concurrent Resolution 66 passed a Senate

committee on April 4 and a House committee on May 3. 

Jeanne Sinque�eld volunteered to serve as chair of the commission, and Gary Forsee, a former president of the UM System, volunteered to

serve as vice-chair. The other members of the committee voted in favor of their appointments.

When asked about her and husband Rex Sinque�eld's political donations, including to Schaefer who originally proposed the commission,

Jeanne Sinque�eld made a point to separate herself from her husband.

"We don't agree on lots of things," she said. Later, she said she had donated to Democratic as well as Republican causes. The couple has also

given millions to MU, notably $10 million in April 2015 toward future renovation of the Fine Arts Building and construction of a new School

of Music building.

Jeanne Sinque�eld said the commission does not have a political agenda. "I don't understand that," she said.

Sinque�eld, who talked to the news media during the commission's lunchtime break, said people should look at the results the commission

comes up with as proof that it is fair and straightforward.

During the meeting, members agreed that the commission should not spend too much time dwelling on the past, but rather it should plan

for what the university should look like in the future. The group also indicated a desire to do more than point out weaknesses; members also

want to use facts to dispel myths about the university. 

Forsee said the committee should be careful how it brands itself.

"What do we have to do to ensure that there's a footing for the university going forward for the next 100 years, not to recast what happened

and why it happened?" Forsee said.

Duncan, a former MU vice chancellor for research, said he wants the review to be based on analytics.
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Several commission members expressed interest in �nding ways to make the di�erent campuses work together more e�ciently. 

Williams asked whether the university's campuses are helping each other succeed or are they just four entities that happen to have the

same governing body.

"I think you have to understand whether the system is actually going to work together," Williams said.

Washington, who teaches graduate students about diversity at Maryville University in St. Louis, will look into diversity relations with

Hulshof, a co-host for a Columbia morning radio show. 

Washington plans to look not only at past information and data but also talk to students and faculty members.

"When you have face-to-face conversations with faculty and students, you are able to look at it from a di�erent lens," she said. "It’s more

current."

The meeting began with a discussion about what resources are available to the commission since the governor withheld the funds originally

set aside for it.

Adam Crumbliss, chief clerk of the Missouri House of Representatives, told the commission members that House and Senate sta� members

will assist them but that there are not unlimited resources.

Marga Hoelscher, administrator of the Missouri Senate, echoed Crumbliss' statement about the resources available to the commission and

also reminded members that any emails they send to House or Senate sta� are subject to Freedom of Information Act requests.

Transparency was a frequent topic during the meeting. Sinque�eld expressed her desire for the group to be "totally transparent on all our

communications."

The commission's next meeting will be at 10 a.m. Aug. 24 in Columbia. The group agreed to convene once each month so each pair could

update the whole group on their progress. The commission plans to hold at least one of these meetings on each of the system's campuses.

The committee was also tasked with preparing a report for the Speaker of the Missouri House of Representatives, President Pro Tempore of

the Missouri Senate and president of the UM System by the end of 2016.

Supervising editor is Elizabeth Brixey.

MORE INFORMATION

UPDATE: Despite money withheld for the UM commission, it can still meet

House Speaker Todd Richardson appoints last four people to review the UM System

Chancellor asks UM Review Commission to polish university's image

UM System Review Commission appointees excited by "opportunity to make a di�erence"
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